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« we believe is a very valuable
~ dual’ purpose. First, it gives
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By VINCENT THOMAS
Assemblyman, 68th Distriet

It's an interesting and sig-
nificant fact that in recent
years we Legislators have been
more and more carrying our
work to the people, bringing
our interim committees into
your county and its communi-
ties. This practice serves what

ings, so that you can tell us in
person about your problems
and suggestions for improve-
ment in our California state
government. Local newspapers
can also give greater coverage.

Our pattern of interim com-
mittee activities is designed
to produce better and more
effective legislation to meet all
the needs of our exploding
economy. It enables us to
make our decisions on stronger
foundations of facts collected
from a far wider range of
sources. Much of our most an-
alytical fact gathering and

cies.

portant

" more first-hand information interim
= about our legislative functions,
- operations, and problems. Sec-

ond, it affords you easier ac-

cess to our committee hear-

Legislafive Committees Doing More Work on Local

actual sessions by our interim
groups and their staff agen-

. o

BUT THIS interim work, im-
an-
other series of problems for
each of us legislators, because
of the heavily increased de-
mands on our time. For ex-
ampie, a total of 31 separate
held
during September and October.
An additional 21
scheduled for November, and
already 12 more have been!ing out our responsibilities. In-

as it is, createg

meetings were

RIVETS

have been

| Levels Now

]
calendared for December.
Every member of both our
houses will have been required
to attend at least two meetings
during these four months,
some as many as four or five, |
depending on committee as-‘
signments. And most of the
meetings take two days, plus |
travel time. : ‘

An impartial outside study
of the duties and required ac-
tivities which are expected of
a California Legislator gives a
praphic picture of the time
consumed in faithfully carry-
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'acting as liason and watch-dog

cluding our interim work, the
report lists fourteen difforent
items in our list of chores,
ranging from carrying a legis- |
lative bill program, through |

for constituents with state
agencies, to reporting legisla-
tive action to constituents in
person, by letter, or by any
other means of communication, |
Ll

THE STUDY reveals that
the amount of work to be done
outside actual sessions has in-
creased markedly during re-
cent years, despite more as-
sistance from legislative staff
units, such as the legislative
counsel, analyst, and auditor,
from special consultants and
internes. Approximately one
third of our Senate members
and one quarter of the Assem-

bly now work full:time be-
tween sessions at legislative |
tasks. Seventy-five per cent of |
the Senate and eighty per cent |
of the Assembly devote one: |
half or more of their of(-ses-i
sion time to legislative duties.

Ten years ago, a number of
us could share the services of
one stenographer and still
keep up with our work. Today,
u single secretaty for each of
us during the sessions is fre-
quently swamped, so extra help
from a pool is needed. Most
committee chairmen have a
separate secretary for the com-
mittee. Previously, mail fell off
to a trickle during interims.
The volume: coming in during
the current interim is the high-
est in history, and is hot much
less than that of the last bud-
get session. '

Kniohts Slate Memorial Ri‘es

A memorial service for the | A spacial election to 1ill a
deceasad members of the Los vacancy in the office o tiian!

Crusados council of the Knight and other council lw“ J 1 X
Knights of Columbus will be |ness. will be discussed durid ‘1

presented in the council cham- ' the short business meeting fol-
bers prior to the regular meet- | lowing the memorial program.
ing next Monday, Nov, 16th, nt) The second and third de-
8 p.m, Bert Gagnon, lecturer, | grees of the order will be ex-
announced this week. emplified in initiation cere-
i e ... |monies to be held at the coun-
We welcome this correspond- | cil home, 214 Avenue I, Re-
ence, however, because it dem- | dondo Beach, on Sunday, Nov.
onstrates that our own *con-|22nd, at 12:30 pm. A buffet
stituents," as well as the public | dinner will follow the ceramon-
generally, is becoming more | ial.
conscious of the impact of laws | The quarterly mass and com-
on our everyday living. We | munion of the Los Crus-dos
need this continuous flaw of | council has been scheduled for
ideas and questiong if we are | St. Margaret Mary church in
to continue working out the | Lomita on Sunday, Nov. 20th
best laws for California. at 8 am,
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